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primary results of the American revolution was the separation of church and state. In the process of
shedding the oppressive shackles of the church, however, a new religion developed in the name of
liberty. To borrow philosopher William James’s (1842-1910) definition, this new religion is a kind of
substitute or superstition which, in place of the old religion of devotion and sacrifice, is a surrogate
religion of men’s selfish need to believe. In the 19th century, the most common religion in America
was nationalism, which, like Christianity, organized Americans into churches. Americans were part
of a worldwide Christian church in which all national differences – and, indeed, even differences of
opinion about religion – were transcended. Americans believed that they were all children of God
and hence, all children of their country. In America today, the official religion is capitalism. This
religion too is a substitute, a surrogate religion, for the one that the Revolution founded. Unlike
nationalism, however, capitalism lacks a powerful, inclusive ideology that helps bind people together
as a whole community. For this reason, even though people are united in their economic
desperation, they never really feel that they belong to each other as one people. Nor are they united
in a political revolution, which would give them a collective identity as citizens of a nation state. So,
rather than being born of God, capitalism is born of a carefully crafted ideological lie. It claims to be
true and that its particular form is the only justifiable one. But it is a false religion in the same way
that the claim of miracles as proof of God is a false religion. Indeed, the commercialism of today’s
religion is no different from the commercialism of the religion of the early American church.
According to Ellen Wood, the director of research for the Association of Christian Businesses, “The
churches of
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