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hockey, on March 28, 2019 when he received a phone call from somebody claiming to be from A.T. Kearney, the multinational consultant firm where he worked as a senior fellow. They told him that they had
recently picked up three boxes of his personal work, and asked if he had any interest in seeing them, or selling them. The firm, based in the United States, was founded in the early 1970s by Taylor Kearney, the
son of A.T. Kearney founder Warren A. "Tony" Kearney. The company’s name was chosen because its consultants had helped to pioneer the concept of an "operations research firm" – i.e. a company that
researches operations. When John asked what sort of things they had in the boxes, he was told that they included a large file of samples of his work in the form of papers written for events he attended and
speeches he gave over the course of his career. The two men on the line did not say which of his speeches or papers they wanted, and they declined to give him any identifying details about the boxes or the
people who had sent them, but John was immediately interested. His former boss at A.T. Kearney had died in 2012, and it would have been easy to gather that information from his wife or other family members.
"I thought it was odd to be contacted by somebody from a company I hadn’t heard of," he told VICE. "But also, I’m kind of a techy type, and the topic of the box was something that was fairly technical and I
thought it was an interesting way to start my morning." He placed a call back to A.T. Kearney. He expected the call to be a sales pitch, but he was surprised by what happened next: the company had a major
mistake in their record-keeping and were looking for a list of all of the publications and speeches that John had written for the company. It wasn’t a particularly big list, but it was what they asked for. They asked
for a sample of his work and gave him a date. "For 30 years, I had been giving my work away as a sample," he said. "
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