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melanoma in the skin of the foot in an Australian population. The purpose of this investigation was to
establish the incidence of melanoma in the foot in Australia and to identify patient and tumour risk
factors. The incidence of melanoma of the foot was calculated by combining data obtained from the
Australian National Cancer Statistics Clearing House with a survey of clinical dermatology
departments in Australia. A retrospective chart review was carried out of all foot melanomas
diagnosed over a five-year period in a tertiary referral centre in Melbourne. Four hundred and
ninety-three primary foot melanomas occurred in Australia during 1993-1997, giving an estimated
incidence rate of 3.7 per million persons. Fifteen (3.1%) melanomas arose in the foot. Patients under
the age of 50 years had the highest incidence rate (11.3 per million) and females presented later
than males (P=0.001). No significant differences were identified by gender, age or anatomic site.
Patients referred to a surgical service presented at later stages (P=0.003). The greatest number of
melanomas (8 of 15) occurred on the sole of the foot. Of these, 10.5% were classified as stage I and
89.5% as stage II. The five-year survival rate for these 15 patients was 56.7% (95% confidence
interval 26
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