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9. alternative mapping software. i
mentioned a few alternatives. i have also
had much more success using the open

source maptools which i wrote and
released. it is free to use and has some

amazing functionality. i also like the
mapbox api. anything is possible these

days, and if anyone is interested in
having a go, then drop me a line.

installing arcgis is not that difficult for the
pc user. the problem is with laptops.
these systems are often used by the
users who also deal with the loads of

documents and data in various formats.
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as their laptop is just a data repository, it
becomes the bottleneck for them. so they
end up with a pc and a laptop. that is the
worst situation as the pc slows down the
work of the laptop user. it is more of a

matter of convenience. now laptops are
quite fashionable these days. what is new
in the store is the web mapping service
and data interoperability. these are the

features that arcgis is proud of and if you
stay a corporate user you are forced to

use the web mapping service. the price of
this is that you are limited with the data
you can work with. in the coming future,
if you want to work with new data that
has not been imported into your local

instance of arcgis. you will have to upload
the data to the web and get the web

services client to work with it. while this
may not be an issue for some people, for

others it is a big problem. even for the
desktop arcgis user, it makes some

people think twice before they try to go to
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a different publisher in addition to what is
written above, arcgis also has some really

amazing tools that qgis can only dream
of. things like the ability to recreate layer
classification into multiple levels using a

little intelligent code that can be
extended to include any field, or the

ability to create an object from a
collection of points/lines. it also has
advanced analysis tools that even

commercial business softwares cant
touch. and all this is packaged into a very
easy to install and easy to use package.

qgis is not even close to the level of
functionality arcgis has achieved and it is
free (for non-commercial use). this makes

it a very difficult decision for a gis
professional to go for.
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