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continuously since that time. The district grew steadily throughout the 20th century, as did the student population. Prior to 1970, Newberry High School had two classrooms and a music department, and the district relied on conventional elementary and junior high schools. The school district experienced dramatic growth in size and population as the suburbanization of the area increased. At that time the

district was forced to establish a middle school. During the mid-1970s, the district and the school board were undergoing a major change in their educational philosophy. Many schools in the area were in poor physical condition, and a number of schools were threatened with closure. At the same time, the population of children was being transferred from rural areas into the city for a variety of reasons. The
board therefore determined that an elementary education should be offered to older children in the district to provide an educational foundation for younger children and to attract families that were moving into the city. In addition, the board was aware that too many students were being pulled into the district from other schools in an effort to improve district academic achievement. The board supported

an alternative method of integration that did not rely on attendance zones. Board members felt that children should attend school where they had friends. To accommodate that philosophy, the school district considered offering education to younger students in the rural areas of the district. Also in the 1970s, the school board was concerned about the declining number of high school graduates. In
response, the board approved a number of financial incentives for student enrollment in high school. The schools that were being affected by increased enrollment were provided with buildings at greatly reduced cost. In addition, a vocational education program was developed for the high schools to provide apprenticeship training and possible employment for the graduates. In 1977, the state Board of

Education approved a consolidation plan which the board proposed for consideration. The plan called for the consolidation of the elementary school system and the continuation of vocational education through the high school. The board approved the plan in March of 1978, and all schools within the district were affected. Classes were cut back and some
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