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nearer. She had been worrying about the
postman coming in now, and she was almost
certain that she had not said everything she
wanted to say. He would notice her upset tone
and see how easily she could be deflated. But of
course he was already there, and he had
actually opened his mail bag in the hall and had
found the next thing in. Then he had done his
awkward salute. Was he sorry for her? Did he
think her husband had died? Did he know about
her mother, her elder sister and her brother-in-
law? All these questions had happened to Lily
before and they would happen again. If anyone
had died it would be her family. But she had
always managed to answer the questions that
arose. “I'll be down in a minute,” she said. She
wanted to make her hand shake as little as
possible. The postman had known how to
manage this in the past. Then she turned back
to her desk. It was only three days since she
had seen her mother for the last time, and she
had so much to do. She needed to have a
serious conversation with her sister. The phone
rang. It was her sister. She would have to go
down to the café and talk to her brother, too. He
had wanted to talk about how she was going to
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start her new life, not necessarily as a doctor,
but as a dentist. She could not even begin to
solve all these problems in the time allowed. Lily
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