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Darfur sound familiar? Like the War Between the States more than a century ago, the conflict in Darfur is a tragic conflagration that has been blamed on President Bush's anti-terrorism policies. While the United States has tried to be even-handed, Western powers have taken sides in a bloody, 20-month battle that has killed
some 200,000 people and displaced one million. On Thursday, the United Nations Security Council will meet again to consider a Sudanese bid to become a full member of the world body, a move that would lift the oil-producing state's international isolation. Bush, under intense criticism for failing to do more to prevent the
genocide in Darfur, a largely Muslim region in Sudan's western desert, wants the vote delayed. And Africa is divided on the issue, with Nigeria and South Africa siding with Sudan's longtime enemy, Egypt, and pushing for a vote. But what about the United States? Has it always been on the side of the Africans in Darfur, or does
the Bush administration still have a hidden agenda? Choosing a side In the 1839-45 conflict, the future of slavery in the United States hung in the balance, and the Southern states went to war over the issue, eventually losing. In Darfur, the situation is different. The United States isn't backing slavery, it's backing a particular
government - that of Sudan's President Omar al-Bashir - and it's backing a particular group of African nations. "l would argue that there's no disputing that the United States is on the side of the Africans against al-Bashir, and | think we've been wrongfully accused of trying to help al-Bashir rather than helping the Africans," said
Robin Hecht, a political science professor at Boston University and an expert on the Sudanese conflict. Hecht argues that the political tide in Washington shifted in February when Bush announced that he would be sending the U.S. military to Iraq in an effort to stop the slaughter
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